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one of the centres of this trade and wealth began to pour
into India from the west.

This reorientatibn of Indian commerce synchronises with
the rise of the Rajputs to importance. What gives greater
piquancy to the suggestion of a relation between the two
is the fact that Rajputaiia lies directly on the trade route
from Delhi to Gujrat. The control of this route soon became
the key to domination over the whole of northern India.
We find that the story starts with the struggle between
Rajput chieftains to achieve supremacy over this region.
Soon the struggle between Rajput chiefs gave place to the
conflict between Mewar and Delhi, From the time of
Alauddin right down to the days of Akbar, the course of
Indian history centres round this struggle. The battle-cry
used in this struggle was often religious or communal,
but the core of the conflict undoubtedly lay in the desire to
control this important trade route and thus dominate the
economic life of the country.

The sudden fading of Rajput power out of the picture
is equally significant. Aurangzeb's campaigns against Raj
Singh offer hardly any explanation, for the conflict in
this case was even more indecisive than the earlier struggles
between Delhi and Mewar, Alauddin and Babar had
inflicted much severer defeats and yet Rajput power could
not be crushed by them. Akbar combined military pressure
with friendly overtures to tame them and harness their
energy to the expansion and maintenance of his empire,
but even he could not stamp out their power or resilience.
The real explanation of the decay of Rajput power must,
therefore, be sought in a different field.

It is plausible to hold that the collapse of Rajput power,
like its rise, is to be attributed to a new shift in the centres
of Indian trade and commerce. As Arab commerce with
India became more important than Indian commerce
with the East Indies and Malaya, Gujrat became the trade-
mart of India, and Rajputana rose to military prominence*